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tion so gross. But the doctrines of the Reformation
were spreading among the common people, and in
1557 some of the nobles, hungering for the wealth
of the Church, put themselves at the head of the Pro-
testant movement. They were known as the " Lords
of the Congregation."

The Scotch Eeformation began not from the Govern-
ment, as in England, but from the people. Hence,
while change of supremacy was the main question in
England, change of doctrine and worship took the
lead in Scotland. The two parties were about equal
in numbers, the Protestants being strongest in the
Lowlands. But, with the exception of the murder of
Beaton in 1546, there had, as yet, been no appeal to
force, nor any attempt to procure a public change of
religion. The accession of Elizabeth emboldened the
Protestants. At Perth they took possession of the
churches and burnt a monastery. On the other hand,
after the peace of Cateau Cambresis, Henry n. directed
the Regent to put down Protestantism, both in pur-
suance of the agreement with Philip, and in order to
prepare for the Franco-Scottish invasion of England.
The result was that the Protestants rose in open re-
bellion (June 1559). The Lords of the Congregation
occupied Perth, Stirling, and Edinburgh. All over
the Lowlands abbeys were wrecked, monks harried,
churches cleared of images, the Mass abolished, and
King Edward's service established in its place. In
England the various changes of religion in the last
thirty years had always been effected legally by King
.and Parliament. In Scotland the Catholic Church
was overthrown by a simultaneous popular outbreak.